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1 . REFTEL REPORTED ITALIAN IMPRESSION THAT AUSTRALIA MAY 
BE CONSIDERING CTB INITIATIVE AT UNGA SESSION THIS FALL, AND 
ITALIAN REQUEST FOR USG VIEWS AND ASSESSMENT. 

2. WE HAVE RECEIVED NO OTHER INDICATION THAT AUSTRALIA IN- 
TENDS TO TAKE LEAD IN CTB INITIATIVE AT UPCOMING UNGA SES- 
SION AS THEY DID AT 30TH SESSION. IN RECENT INFORMAL DIS- 
CUSSION OF DISARMAMENT AGENDA, WHICH INCLUDED CTB ISSUE, 
KNOWLEDGEABLE OFFICER FROM AUSTRALIAN UN MISSION INDICATED 
THAT HE WAS UNAWARE OF ANY PLANS ON PART OF HIS GOVERNMENT 
TO SPONSOR CTB RESOLUTION, AND DOUBTED THAT THE NEW GOV- 
ERNMENT WOULD WISH TO APPEAR AS TRUCULENT AS THE FORMER ON 
THIS ISSUE. WHILE WE CANNOT RULE OUT AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPA- 
TION IN SPONSORING SOME LESS EXTREME CTB RESOLUTION AT THE 
UNGA THIS FALL, WE DOUBT THAT THEY WILL TAKE THE LEAD IN RE- 
PEATING LAST YEAR'S INITIATIVE. 

3. OUR POSITION ON CTB IS WELL KNOWN: THE US CONTINUES TO 
SUPPORT AN ADEQUATELY VERIFIED COMPREHENSIVE BAN ON THE 
TESTING OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. THE US (AND ALBANIA, CHINA, 
FRANCE, AND THE UK) VOTED AGAINST OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 1 OF 
RESOLUTION 3466(XXX), WHICH WAS INTRODUCED BY AUSTRALIA 
LAST YEAR. THIS PARAGRAPH QUOTE CONDEMNS ALL NUCLEAR WEAP- 
ON TESTS, IN WHATEVER ENVIRONMENT THEY MAY BE CONDUCTED 
END QUOTE. ON THE RESOLUTION AS A WHOLE, 24 STATES AB 
STAINED INCLUDING THE US, FRANCE, ITALY, UK, AND USSR. THE 
MOST RECENT CTB RESOLUTION WHICH THE US VOTED FOR WAS RESO- 
LUTION 2934(XXVII) WHICH WAS ADOPTED IN 1972. THIS RESOLU- 
TION QUOTE CALLS UPON ALL NUCLEAR- WEAPON STATES TO SUSPEND 
NUCLEAR WEAPON TESTS IN ALL ENVIRONMENTS END QUOTE, AND 
ALSO URGES ADHERENCE TO THE LIMITED TEST BAN TREATY BY 
THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET DONE SO. IN AN EXPLANATION OF ITS 
AFFIRMATIVE VOTE, THE US INDICATED ITS UNDERSTANDING THAT 
THE GENERAL SUSPENSION OF TESTS CALLED FOR WOULD BE PURSU- 
ANT TO AN ADEQUATELY VERIFIED TREATY. 

4. IN RESPONDING TO THE MFA'S QUERY, EMBASSY ROME MAY IN 
DICATE THAT THE USG HAS NO INFORMATION ON A POSSIBLE CTB 
INITIATIVE BY AUSTRALIA AT THE 3LST UNGA, AND MAY DRAW ON 
PARA THREE (3) ABOVE AS APPROPRIATE. EMBASSY SHOULD NOTE 
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THAT US AND ITALIAN EXPERTS WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
EXCHANGE VIEWS AT THE NATO DISARMAMENT EXPERTS MEETING IN 
BRUSSELS EARLY IN OCTOBER, AND SUBSEQUENTLY AT THE UN 
PRIOR TO AND DURING DISARMAMENT DEBATE. KISSINGER 
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